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Welcome
Dear Parents and Students:

The sixth grade teachers would like to welcome you to the Hancock County Middle School.  We look forward to working with you to help make this year successful.

We have put this packet together to help you and your child know what is expected of him or her as he or she begins Middle School.  We have implemented a behavior plan that we believe will help make this year a successful year for all of us.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us via the school number 423.733.4611 or a syllabus will provide contact information for each teacher.
Sincerely,

HCMS Sixth Grade Teachers
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Grading Scale

A (4.0) = 93-100
B (3.0) = 85-92
C (2.0) = 75-84
D (1.0) = 70-74
F (0.0) = 0-69
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Lockers are assigned to each student at the beginning of the year.  Locks will be rented from the school.  The cost of the lock/locker is $5.00.  Lockers cannot be shared or switched without teacher permission.  Students are expected to keep their lockers neat.  Students are not allowed to tape pictures into their lockers or cover the front of the locker with paper.  Students must understand that their lockers are subjected to searches and are responsible for the contents of their assigned locker.  If a student loses his/her lock, he or she is responsible to purchase another lock.  Students should be warned about sharing their locker combination with other students.
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Behavior Plan
Our behavior plan is being implemented as part of our discipline and reward program.  If a student misbehaves, he or she loses his or her break.  This means that he or she will lose privileges such as going outside/free time during lunch period, as well as the afternoon break.  
Students will continually be re-evaluated for redirected behavior.
If the student loses his or her break for a total of 4 times in a given class during each 9 week period, they will be sent to the office for further punishment.  

To receive break privileges the student must:

· Have a respectful attitude

· Stay in his or her seat during instructional times

· Raise his or her hand to speak

· Speak only after receiving permission

· Be on time and  prepared with homework and all class supplies (paper, pencil, book)
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· Be respectful to others (Teachers, Staff, Faculty, building, materials, other people’s property, yourself)
· Bullying or horseplay of ANY kind will not be tolerated (horseplay is when you use your body or an object to aggravate another student)
· Only quiet voices in the hallway and classroom
· Keep lockers neat and orderly
· Clean up trash in the hallway
· Each grade level stays in their assigned hallway
· ALL electronics must be kept at home or  in lockers.
· If electronics are taken up by a teacher, the

·  First offense, students may pick them up at 3:00pm.
· Second offense, parents may pick them up after 1 week at 3:00pm.
· Third offense, parents may pick them up at the end of the semester.
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Homework Policy[image: image3.wmf]
Unless granted special permission, homework assignments must be turned in by the due date. They will not be accepted later than the due date.  They are worth up to 100 points.  
Helpful Homework Tips for Parents:

· Recognize your role is helper not doer. 

· Do praise his or her efforts and not just the "end product."

· Insist homework be his or her responsibility not yours. 

· Help your child section the assignment into smaller chunks. 

· Consider getting a tutor.

· Agree together upon specific times and a specific place for doing homework ahead of time and then stick to it.
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Field Trips


The following conduct is expected on all middle school sponsored field trips:

· All school bus rules apply

· All school policies apply and will be enforced

· No more than 6 days in ISS 
· No more than 3 days OSS

· Cannot have been in any alternative school

· No more than 10 unexcused absences per year
Mid-year Field Trip
To be eligible to attend a mid-year field trip:

· you can have no more than 3 days ISS

· you can have no more than 5 unexcused absences in each class.
*The same guidelines apply to any school formal or dances.
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Late to Class


Any student entering any classroom after the tardy bell rings is considered late. (Teachers will keep a tardy list and turn it in at the end of the day.)  Students who accumulate 4 tardies will receive a warning, 5th tardy will result in (1) day of ISS, 6th tardy will be (2) days of ISS, 7th tardy will result in (3) days of ISS, 8th tardy student may be placed in Alternative School for 5 days. This will be for each 9 weeks. 


When entering a classroom late, the student should enter quietly and not be disruptive at all.
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My child and I have read and discussed the 6th grade handbook. Please sign, date, and bring back to your homeroom teacher. 

Thanks, 

Mr. Jonah Belcher

Mrs. Keesha McFarland

Mrs. Carrie Dodson

Mrs. Jessica Dalton

Parent’s/Guardian’s

Signature:___________________________________

Date:__________________

Student’s

Signature:___________________________________

Date:__________________

